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riUSINESS  MKETINC.. 

According  to  a  public  notice  —  in  which  mention  was  made, 
as  required,  of  certain  proposed  chanijes  of  the  (’onstitution  and 
r>y-La\vs  — tlie  American  ( 'on^^re^ational  Association  held  its  thirty- 
fitlh  annual  mtelinj^  in  l’ilj;rim  Hall.  Boston,  May  29,  iS.S.S,  at  12 
o’clock  .M. 

'The  Bresiilent.  Hon.  Rufus  S.  Frost,  was  in  the  chair.  Rev. 
B.  F.  Hamilton,  I ).!).,  olYered  prayer. 

'I'he  records  of  the  last  two  meetin"s  were  reatl  and  approveil. 

Dr.  Quint,  secondeil  by  Dr.  Dexter,  moved,  and  it  was  voted, 
that  a  committee  of  three  l)e  appointed  to  nominate  officers,  and 
that  it  present  the  names  of  but  two  Vice-Presidents.  'I’his  com¬ 
mittee  consisted  of  Dr  (Juint,  'Thomas  Weston,  Jr.,  and  Rev.  W. 
S.  Alexander,  D.D. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Burr,  the  'Treasurer,  presented  his  annual  report. 
It  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file,  and  to  be  printed 
in  the  annual  report  at  the  discretion  of  the  Directors. 

'The  report  of  the  Directors  —  in  this  instance  including  noth¬ 
ing  from  the  Library  (’ominittee  —  was  read  by  Rev.  W.  H.  (!obb, 
and  was  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner.  .\  supplementary  report 
of  the  Directors  was  then  read  by  Rev.  Dr.  Dexter,  in  reference  to 
changes  in  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

All  these  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  were  adopted  unanimously. 

(See  inside  pages  of  cover.) 

The  Directors,  through  the  Nominating  Committee,  then  pro¬ 
posed  the  following  persons  for  election  to  membership; 

Ai.dkn,  Kev.  K.  K.,  D.D.  .  .  .  Hfiston. 

Hdv.nton,  Kev.  (1.  M.,  D.D.  .  .  .  Newton  fenter. 

Hovntun,  Kev.  Neiiemi.M!  .  .  .  l!i)>ton. 

IIucKii.xM,  rRE:smEM  .M.  ll.  .  .  .  lliirlinjjton,  Vt. 

C.M'EN,  S.  It.  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Ci..\RK,  Kev.  N.  Cl.,  D.D.  .  .  .  West  Ko.vhury. 

CoiT,  Kev.  Josuu.x . Winchester. 

Cook,  Chari. es  S . Boston. 

Davis,  Levi  F.  .S . Somerville. 
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^f.\K^^EA^K,  knv.  F.  H.  . 

.Andover. 

Marmiai.i,,  JuIlN  K. 

Huston. 

.Manon,  Mokumkk  I>. 

Hrooklinr. 

Ma  \  N  AKIt,  AlUitO  F. 

Hoston. 

Nil  KKkM)S,  Ku  hvkdF.  . 

Somerville. 

1)|(  KINV'N,  KkV.  C.  a. 

Hoston. 

I  )l(  KI.NM>N,  M.  F. 

Hoston. 

In.M.I.KV,  lloN.  Nki.son,  Jk.  . 

Lewiston,  Me. 

DfkVKA,  Kkv.  j.  r.,  D.i). 

Hoston. 

ImioIK,  KDWAKI) 

Somerville. 

Cil'II.Il,  CllAkl.Es  11.  . 

Newton  Highlands 

IIazaro,  M.  C . 

1  )oi  Chester. 

11  ILL,  KEV.  1.  I . 

Medfoid. 

llukk,  KEV.  lil.lJAIl,  1>.1). 

Fast  Hoston. 

1  litsE,  G.  \V.  S.  ... 

Somer\  ille. 

Kitciiki.,  Kev.  11.  1).,  D.D. 

Fast  Liverpool,  O. 

Rankin’,  Rev.  J.  li.,  D.D. 

( )range,  \.  J. 

RtiiiiNSdN,  Rev.  F.  A. 

Hingham  Center. 

.SlIAl  LEUai,  S.  li.  .  .  . 

Hoston. 

.Smith,  Rev.  Jcdson,  D.D. 

Roxbury. 

.Stcdi  ev,  KitWAki)  .\. 

Hoston. 

Tavi.ok,  Rev.  VV.  M.,  D.D. 

New  N’ork. 

Tennea  ,  .Ai.on/o  C.  . 

( 'helsea. 

'l  EWKsiti'kV,  Rev.  G.  \.  . 

Cambridge  port. 

Thomas,  Hon.  W.  \V. 

I’ortland,  Me. 

T«>wnsenii,  Tri  e  \V. 

.Somerville. 

I'-SHER,  Samcei. 

Candtridge. 

Wai.ker,  Rev.  G.  1,.,  D.D. 

1  lartford. 

Weiih,  Rev.  I!.  IL,  D.D.  . 

Wellesley. 

Wyman,  Charles  F. 

Cambriiigeport. 

They  all  were  elected  unanimously. 

'I’he  Association  then  proceeded  to  elect  otlicers  for  the  year 
to  come,  by  ballot,  as  follows  : 
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Prcsidtiit. 

Hon.  RUFUS  S.  FROST,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
/  ’ke-PrcsUcnts. 

E/ra  Farnsworth,  Esy.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  \V.  .M.  Tavi.or,  I). I).,  New  York,  N.  V. 

Directors. 

Rev.  a.  H.  Qi'int,  D.D.,  .Allston,  Mass. 

Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  D.D.,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Rev.  N.  (i.  Ci.ARK,  D.D.,  West  Roxbury,  Mass. 
Frank  Wood,  E.so.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Marijuis  F.  Dickinson,  Es^.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Edward  A.  Studi.ey,  Esi^).,  Boston,  Mass. 

S.  Brainard  Prait,  Esij.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  JosHi'A  C’oiT,  Winchester,  Mass. 

Rev.  B.  F.  Hamilton,  D.D.,  Roxburj-,  Mass. 


Charles  A,  Richardson,  Ksi>..  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Rea-.  David  Cregc.,  D.I).,  Boston,  Mass. 

William  H.  Hoirikins,  Estj.,  Somerville,  Mass. 

rHi>MAS  i'oDD,  Ks(,*..  C'oncord.  Mass. 

Ktv.  Elijah  Durr,  D.D.,  East  Boston,  Mass. 

Hon.  J.  M.  W.  Hall,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Librarian. 

Rev.  WILL1.\M  H.  COBB,  Newton  Center,  Mass. 

Treasurer. 

C.  C.  BURR,  Esq.,  Auburndale,  Mass. 

Corresponding.^  and  Recording  Secretary. 

Rev.  MORTON  DE.XTER,  Boston,  M.iss. 

Auditor. 

ALONZO  C.  TENNEY,  Esq.,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Quint,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Rev.  Daniel  P. 
Noyes,  who,  after  twenty  years  of  valuable  service,  has  retired  from 
the  position  of  Recording  Secretary,  was  passed  unanimously. 

Dr.  Quint  also  moved,  and  it  was  voted,  that  a  committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute,  to  be  entered  upon  the 
records,  in  reference  to  the  recent  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  I).  War¬ 
ren,  formerly  President  of  the  .Association ;  and  also  a  minute  in 
regard  to  the  death  of  Rev.  I.  N.  'I'arbox,  D.D..  long  a  member  of 
the  Boartl  of  Directors.  The  President  named  as  the  committee 
Rev.  Dr.  A.  H.  (,)uint,  Wm.  11.  Hodgkins,  and  the  Secretary. 

'The  Secretary  having  been  duly  sworn  to  the  faithful  perform¬ 
ance  of  his  duties  by  the  {’resident  (who  is  a  justice  of  the  peace), 
the  meeting  adjourned.  .Morion  Dexter, 

Cor.  and  Rec.  Sedy. 
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The  menihers  of  this  Association  will  miss  the  familiar  name 
which  has  been  subscribed  to  these  reports  for  so  many  years,  and 
thus  will  realize  anew  that  our  faithful  Correspondin';  Secretary 
has  passed  on  to  the  belter  land.  The  hij;h  esteetn  in  which  I>r. 
Lan};worthy  was  held  amonj;  us  for  his  work's  sake  and  for  his 
personal  character  is  set  forth  in  the  minute  published  in  our  last 
annual  report,  and  in  the  more  recent  tribute  adopted  by  the 
I  )irectors. 

1  luriiif;  the  present  month  a  new  loss  has  visited  us  in  the  death 
of  a  beloved  member  of  our  Hoard.  Rev.  Hr.  I’arbox.  who  has 
served  of  late  on  our  I.ibrarv’  Committee,  and  has  always  niani- 
fested  a  warm  interest  in  this  Association.  A  score  of  thouj;htful 
volumes  from  his  pen  are  among  the  trea.sures  which  the  Congre¬ 
gational  l.ibrary  will  hand  down  to  our  successors.  .And  now, 
just  as  the  financial  year  is  closing,  another  steadfast  friend  is  called 
away,  Mr.  S.  I).  Warren,  who  was  President  of  this  Association 
from  1878  to  188C,  and  whose  noble  donation  of  5p,ooo  in  1871 
was  one  of  the  most  encouraging  evidences  of  our  duty  and  privi¬ 
lege  to  rise  up  and  build.  Mr.  Warren  signalized  the  first  year  of 
his  presidency  by  a  second  gift  of  $5,000.  and  it  was  largely  owing 
to  his  earnest  efforts  that  the  Association  tided  over  its  most 
troubled  waters  and  secured  a  sound  financial  basis. 

THE  FINANCES. 

During  the  past  year  the  rooms  of  the  Congregational  House 
have  all  been  rented,  and  the  rents  have  been  promptly  paid. 
The  income  for  the  year  is  about  $23,000.  or  five  and  one  half  |>er 
cent  of  the  entire  cost  of  our  property,  including  the  large  portion 
reserved  to  the  use  of  the  .Association  and  hence  producing  no 
rent.  The  sum  of  $2,500  has  been  paid  on  the  principal  of  one  of 
the  mortgage  notes,  and  our  debt  reduced  thereby  to  $184,500. 
The  Library  fund  stands  at  $1,500. 
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liy  \(>lc()f  the  Directors,  tlie  salary  of  Dr.  Lanj;worthy  has  been 
t oiuimied  to  Ills  witiow  iluriiiif  tlie  last  few  months. 

In  the  autninn  ami  early  winter,  an  addition,  costing  S2.400,  was 
made  to  the  Somerset  Street  front  of  the  buildiiy^,  by  which  desired 
'■  t.icilities  were  furnishetl  to  the  American  Hoard.  In  acconlance 

'  with  tlie  recent  actiiiii  of  the  Directors,  the  rear  portion  of  I’ili^rini 

■  Hall  has  been  divided,  and  a  new  room  thus  secured  for  rent, 

i**  The  effect  of  this  procedure,  if  all  the  rooms  continue  to  be  oc- 

’  cupii'd,  will  be  an  increase  of  our  receipts  by  $500.  I’nless  un¬ 

foreseen  contiimencies  ari.se,  we  shall  be  able  to  reduce  the  debt  at 
•  least  $5,000  durinj'  the  coming  year. 

'  ’1  THE  MliRARY. 


■  'Vf '  ’i 
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'I'he  present  number  of  bound  volumes  is  26,786.  besides  7,297 
duplicates.  'Total,  34,083.  Of  these,  577  were  added  to  the  regu¬ 
lar  series  during  the  p.ist  year,  and  13  (net)  to  the  duplicates  (i.  e., 
after  deducting  e.xchanges).  The  number  of  p.imphlets  cannot 
fall  much  below  100,000  in  the  regular  .series,  besides  over  40,000 
duplicates.  It  is  hoped  that  a  more  exact  statement  of  these  last 
can  be  made  a  year  hence.  The  new  policy,  commenced  last  year, 
of  sjrending  a  little  money  from  the  funds  of  the  Association,  in 
the  judicious  increase  of  the  library,  has  been  vigorously  pros¬ 
ecuted  during  the  past  few  months.  5 too  having  been  expended 
f  >r  periodicals,  and  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  books. 

The  fruit  of  this  sowing  is  already  apparent  in  a  decided  increase 
in  the  use  of  the  library  for  studious  purposes.  The  painful  gaps 
still  remaining,  at  points  where  no  well-appointed  library  is  willing 
to  be  deficient,  can  soon  be  tilled  if  the  Association  will  pursue  a 
more  liberal  policy  in  the  future.  It  should  be  well  understood 
that  the  C’ongregational  Library  belongs  among  the  leading  institu¬ 
tions  of  its  kind,  and  is  so  regarded  by  competent  authorities. 
The  Kncydof'tit'Jiii  /h  Hitnniut.  tor  example,  gives  our  statistics 
among  those  of  the  principal  libraries  of  the  world;  and  it  is  safe 
to  conjecture  that  very  few  libraries  in  its  t.able  are  dei)endent 
upon  the  meager  sufii  of  $500  a  year  for  their  additions.  \Ve  rec¬ 
ognize  gratefully  the  liberal  donations  of  many  friends,  from  the 
beginning  of  our  enterjirise  to  the  present  time ;  but  )ye  have  no 
right  to  expect  these  friends  to  hunt  up  and  purchase  for  us  the 
rare  books  .so  eagerly  sought  by  private  and  public  collectors. 
Kvery  year  adtls  to  the  scarcity  of  such  treasures,  and  to  tlie  dith- 
culty  of  accumulating  here  a  reasonably  complete  collection  of 
••  the  religious  history  and  literature  of  Xew  England.”  While  it 
fs  still  true,  doubtless,  that  we  excel  every  other  library  in  our 
special  department,  this  very  f.act  encour.ages  us  to  illustrate  the 
proverb"  noblesse  oblige  ”  by  making  a  good  thing  as  much  better 
a.s  possible. 

Here  are  two  alternative  courses  ojKm  to  this  .Association  for 


the  ensuin;;  year,  (liven  an  income  sutiicient  to  pay  current  ex¬ 
penses.  and  leave  a  surplus  of  ^sO.ooo.  the  one  plan  proposes  to  a|v 
propriate  5500  to  the  library  and  to  reduce  the  debt  by  $5.500 ; 
the  other  plan  would  pay  $5,000  on  the  debt  and  $1,000  to  the 
library.  'Fhis  latter  plan  would  make  very  little  dilference  to  the 
debt  (one  fourth  of  one  per  cent),  but  a  very  ^reat  dilterence  to 
the  library  appropriation  (100  per  cent).  The  former  plan,  which 
has  been  followed  for  two  years  p.ast,  would  simply  enable  the 
library  to  supply  a  few  of  its  most  obvious  defects;  the  latter  plan 
would  brinjj  a  subst.intial  and  gratifying;  addition.  We  neither  ex¬ 
pect  nor  desire  to  compete  in  all  respects  with  the  great  libraries 
near  us  whose  annual  outlay  is  reckoned  by  trns  of  thousands  of 
dollars;  we  do  hope,  however,  that  the  time  is  not  far  off  when  the 
Congregational  Library  can  maintain  a  healthy  growth  on  all  the 
main  lines  of  its  normal  development. 

These  lines  are  fixed,  in  part,  by  our  charter,  atul  in  part  have 
resulted  from  necessary  conditions.  It  is  inevitable  that  he  who 
would  know  everything  of  sotnething  must  ktutw  sotnething  of  tnanv 
things.  Accordingly,  the  endea\or  to  represent  worthily  the  his¬ 
tory  of  New  Kngland  has  obliged  us  to  include  in  the  .scope  of  our 
library  the  history  of  New  York  and  Ohio  and  the  Tacitic  States  — 
in  short,  of  the  nation ;  and  in  the  same  way  it  is  found  wholly  im¬ 
practicable  to  separate  rcii^ious  history  and  literature  fiom  snuiar 
liistory  and  literature.  It  must  not  be  inferred  that  such  a  classifi¬ 
cation  sets  no  limits  to  the  proper  field  of  the  library.  On  the 
contrary,  we  apprehend  that  the  books,  pamphlets,  and  manuscripts 
germane  to  its  purpose  are  to  be  found  chiefly  in  four  dejxirtments  : 

1.  Works  of  general  reference,  such  as  dictionaries  and  cyclo^ 
p.aedias,  essential  to  the  well-being  of  every  library. 

2.  liiblical  and  ecclesiastical  literature,  including  sermons, 
church  manuals,  and  theological  works  of  all  denominations,  giving 
the  place  of  honor  to  the  New  Kngland  Fathers. 

3.  History  in  the  broad  sense,  comprising  individual  hisioiy  or 
biography,  family  history  or  genealogy,  local  history  of  town, 
county,  or  State,  the  history  of  institutions,  or  sociology,  and  gen¬ 
eral  history  ;  special  prominence  being  given  to  the  history  of  New 
Kngland. 

4.  .Miscellany, c.;;'.,  statistics,  reports,  and  periodical  literature; 
these,  though  to  some  extent  historical,  in  the  main  defy  all  classi¬ 
fication,  and  yet  are  clearly  auxiliary  to  the  main  design  of  our 
collection. 

A  glance  at  the  subject  list  of  any  general  library  will  nIiow 
how  restricted  is  the  field  which  we  undertake  to  cultivate.  For 
every  class  selected,  an  ecpially  prolific  one  is  rejected. 

In  each  of  the  departments  indicated,  the  past  year  has  given 
the  library  an  appreciable  growth.  '1  he  appropiiation  of  $!;oo  has 
been  divided  among  the  four  subjects,  history  however  receiving 
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the  larjicst  share,  on  account  of  the  new  branch  of  sociology,  in 
whicli  our  library  offers  superior  facilities. 

but  aside  from  these  purchases,  we  Iiave  received,  as  ever, 
many  generous  contribulifjns  of  books  and  pamphlets  from  friends 
of  tlie  lil)rary,  whose  gifts  are  tabulated  at  the  close  of  this  report; 
51 1  volumes  and  5.33<)  pamphlets  have  been  thus  presented.  It  is 
the  practice  of  the  Librarian  to  return  thanks  for  these  donations 
as  they  are  received,  but  special  mention  should  here  be  made  of 
the  kindness  of  a  member  i)f  another  denomination,  Rev.  Dr. 
l)orchester.  who  presented  to  the  Congregational  Library  the  en 
tire  collection  of  pamphlets,  more  than  i,ooo  in  number,  which 
formed  the  chief  basis  of  his  recent  works  on  'I'emperance  and  on 
Religions  Statistics. 

There  are  still  hundreils  of  living  Congregational  authors 
whose  com|)lete  works  are  not  found  upon  our  shelves,  and  a  cir 
cular  inviting  the  co-o|)eration  of  these  writers  in  our  laudable  en¬ 
terprise  is  in  process  of  flistribution  among  them.  .\  system  of 
exchanges  with  other  libraries  and  with  individuals  has  yielded 
some  of  the  finest  volumes  among  the  additions  for  the  year. 

The  work  of  preparing  the  card  catalogue  has  made  substan¬ 
tial  progress,  ami  has  been  admirably  done  by  the  Assistant 
Librarian.  In  this,  as  in  all  things,  her  varieil  acquirements  and 
prolonged  experience  have  been  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  new 
Librarian. 

In  the  confident,  hope  that  the  members  of  this  Association 
will  perceive  and  embrace  their  great  opportunity  to  bring  to  its 
ap|)ropriate  fruition  an  institution  so  dear  to  that  group  of  Con¬ 
gregational  leaders  who  are  rapidly  leaving  the  stage  of  active 
affairs,  we  commend  the  library  to  your  fostering  care. 
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DONATIONS  OF  HOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 


V'oU. 

AdAni«,  Prof.  H.  B.,  B.iltimore,  Md . 

Alexander,  Rev.  W.  S.,  I). I).,  CambridKe .  56 

American  Bible  Society,  New  York,  N.  Y . 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  Boston,  news- 

.  a 

American  Colonization  Society,  Wasliington,  D.  C . 

American  Mome  Missionary  Society,  New  York,  N.  Y . 

American  Missionary  Association,  New  York,  N.  V .  1 

American  Tract  Society,  Boston .  1 

Amherst  College,  Amhe>st  .......... 

Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andover . 

A. ssociated  Charities,  Boston . 

Atkinson,  Rev.  G.  H.,  D.D.,  Portland,  Oe . 

Atkinson  Academy,  Atkinson,  N.  H . 

Ayer,  Rev.  K.  I).,  I). I).,  Concord,  N.  H .  1 

Barrows,  Rev.  William,  D.D.,  Reading .  1 

B. artnn,  E.  M.,  Worcester . 

Battell,  Robbins  and  Anna,  Norfolk,  Ct .  ■ 

Beal,  George,  Boston,  newspapers . 

Beecher,  Prof.  Willis  J.,  .Auburn,  N.  Y . 

Bell,  Miss  A.  R.,  Denver,  Col.  . . 

Beloit  College,  Beloit,  Wis . 

Benedict,  Rev.  George,  (Juincy  Point . 


Boston,  City  of . j 

Boston  Public  Library .  13 

Bradford,  Mrs.  J.  Russell,  Cambridge,  1  MS . 

Briggs,  Miss  Mary  Balch,  Walnut  Hill .  1 


Brooklyn  Public  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  . 
Bnioks,  Rev.  Wm.  Henry,  Hanover  . 

Bross,  Rev.  H.,  Chadron,  Neb . 

Bruce,  Rev.  Henry  J.,  Satara,  India  . 

Buffalo  Historical  Society,  Buffalo,  N.  Y,  . 
Byington,  Rev.  E.  H.,  Boston  .  .  .  . 

California  Historical  Society,  San  Erandsco,  Cal. 
Chalmers,  Patrick,  Wimbledon,  Eng.  . 
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